
 

DWQ Response to Comments received during Public Notice of the 2019 Small MS4 General Permit 

Modification 

 

Comment (Permit Part 4.2.5.3.2 and 4.2.5.3.4) The Home Builders of Utah request the LID 

enforcement date be extended an additional year to March of 2020. The reason for our request is; 

 The shift to Low Impact Development is a change that requires training for design professional, 

installation crews, city planners and enforcement personal. At the moment we do not have a 

completed manual and worry there will not be sufficient training time.  

 The implementation of Low Impact Development is going to have impact on city ordinances and 

process. There needs to be adequate time for stake holders to meet and develop workable solutions 

and update ordinances. There needs to be more detail before these meetings begin. 

 Low Impact Development strategies are going to impact current building practices and will likely 

require legislation amending the building code. With out a complete understanding of all options 

and how MS4’s intend on implementing it would be difficult to craft effective language. 

Response: DWQ published “A Guide to Low Impact Development within Utah” (December 2018), it was 

posted on the Divisions website on January 4, 2019. Prior, a draft was posted on the Division’s website for 

a 30 day public review period from September 25-October 25, 2018. Each comment received was 

considered and changes were implemented if deemed necessary.  Additionally, DWQ conducted four free 

training sessions (3 hours each) throughout the State to familiarize MS4s, developers, consultants and 

interested parties with the content of the guide and compliance with the upcoming 90
th

 percentile storm 

retention requirement. Trainings included: St. George (January 30, 2019), Provo (February 5, 2019), Salt 

Lake City (February 7, 2019) and Logan (February 12, 2019). Prior, various presentations and a fact sheet 

on the 90
th

 percentile storm design standard were developed and distributed from 2015-2018. DWQ feels 

extensive research and educational opportunities were given across the State.  

Effective in the August 1, 2010 General Permit for Small MS4s (Permit No. UTR090000), municipalities 

were required to adopt long-term post-construction ordinances or other regulatory mechanisms requiring 

these controls on new development and redevelopment sites that discharge to the MS4 and disturb greater 

than or equal to one acre (Permit Part 4.2.5.1). DWQ believes municipalities have had adequate time to 

prepare and implement mechanisms accordingly.  

It is not DWQ’s intention for legislation to amend building codes to accommodate LID strategies. LID 

practices have already been successfully implemented across the State. If a practice conflicts with a 

building code, it will be addressed. At that point, alternatives must be considered. The manual offers a 

wide range of options to select and execute the appropriate control intended for all projects where the 

long-term management of storm water is required. LID practices are not limited to long-term post 

construction controls. Site design practices such as preserving natural areas and reducing the size and 

connectivity of impervious surfaces are examples of LID practices at the site planning stage that will 

result in improved water quality. If a LID approach cannot be utilized, the Permittee must document an 

explanation of the reasons preventing this approach and the rationale for the chosen alternative on a case 

by case basis. 

  









 

Response: DWQ agrees with the justification of your comment; the Division does not anticipate 

additional extensions for Permit Part 4.2.5.3.2 and 4.2.5.3.4 past March 1, 2020. The reasoning for the six-

month delay was to accommodate stakeholders concerns regarding allowing adequate time for training 

municipal personnel on LID practices. DWQ agrees LID approaches are typically more cost effective than 

conventional approaches when considered early in the design process. 


