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 M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Water Quality Standards Workgroup 
 
FROM: Chris Bittner, Standards Coordinator 
 
DATE:  April 5, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Clarification of site-specific dissolved oxygen criteria for Jordan River, Salt Lake 

and Davis Counties 
 

The Jordan River has site-specific dissolved oxygen criteria to protect the aquatic life uses. Pre-
2018, the specific segments were identified with a table note in R317-2-13.5.a that referred to the 
criteria in Table 2.14.5. The site-specific dissolved oxygen criteria apply to the following 
segments of the Jordan River: 

• Jordan River, from Farmington Bay to North Temple Street, Salt Lake City; 
• Jordan River, from North Temple Street in Salt Lake City to confluence with Little 

Cottonwood Creek; 

In a 2018 rule change adopted by the Water Quality Board, additional asterisks were added to 
R317-2-13 to identify all segments with site-specific criteria.  As part of these changes, the table 
note specifically identifying the dissolved oxygen criteria in Table 2.14.5 was deleted and 
replaced with a generic note that “site-specific criteria are associated with this use” (see 
highlighted text in excerpt from March 1, 2018 Utah Bulletin below).  
 
To clearly identify the specific segments of the Jordan River where the site-specific dissolved 
oxygen criteria apply, the underlined description will be added to Table 2.14.5 as shown in the 
following. The reference to Section 2.13 is not needed and will be deleted.  
  

TABLE 2.14.5 
SITE SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR DISSOLVED OXYGEN 

FOR JORDAN RIVER FROM FARMINGTON BAY TO CONFLUENCE WITH LITTLE 
COTTONWOOD CREEK, SURPLUS CANAL, AND STATE CANAL 

[(SEE SECTION 2.13)] 
 
     DISSOLVED OXYGEN: 
     May-July 

https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bull_pdf/2018/b20180401.pdf
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     7-day average                5.5 mg/l 
     30-day average               5.5 mg/l 
     Instantaneous minimum        4.5 mg/l 
 
     August-April 
     30-day average               5.5 mg/l 
     Instantaneous minimum        4.0 mg/l            
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